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How Hendrick Kip Bequdathdd His Estate

by Dr. Simon Hart, Archivis! City of Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

Aged Dutch colonist here disposed of f7800
estate, fiduciary accounting of 1686 shouss,
ref erable to his 1671 will and 1580 codicil.

Editor's Note: Published in full text for the first time are
three documents surviving from the 1671-1586 period in New
York that appear in parallel columns below, one giving the
original Dutch, the other an English translation especially pre-
pared by Dr. Flart tor d.e Halue Maen. Part of the "Kip
Papers" in the New York Public Library, they disclose a will
dated 1671, codici l  of 1580, and estate accounting of rcae
that show the care with which the testator, Hendrick Hend-
ricksen Kip, and his representatives disposed of the sizeable'
estate he left upon his death at the age of 8f in the year 1581. '

These papers also illustrate the persistence of Dutch civil
law in New York after being displaced by the English common
law in 1664. The oral making of wills before a notary, or by
written and sealed instrument left in his custody, was in fact
practiced long after the seizure of New Netherland. A certain
informality evidently attended the settlement of Hendrick
Kip's estate, however, because what appear to be the essential
papers indubitably came into his descendants' possession.

His will, like the other writings apparently never recorded,
was drawn by notary ttrflillem Bogardus, eldest of four sons
born to Anneke Jans of her second marriage in 1638 to

Signntures appearing on the documents. 1. Willem Bogordus, Anneke
Jons' son, New York notory uho dreu the uill. 2. Heidrirk
Hendrirhsen KiP, the testator. 3. Jmob Kip, Eendick's son, who
prepared the'occoumting. 4. Eaert Pietersen, zuho dralted the coditil.

From original documents at New York Public Library

l. [Tbn Wrr.r.]
FebruarY 2,1677 1671, February 2.

In the name of our Lord, arnen. In den naerne des Heeren atnen.
May it be known to all who Kenneliicke sii eengn igeliicken

shall iee this present deed, that in die dit tegenwoordich instrumen-
the year of the birth of our Lord ten sullen sien, hoe dat in den
and Savior, Jesus Christ, 7671 iare aan de geboorte onses Heeren
February 2, about ten o'clock in en Salichmaeckers Jesu Christii,
the morning, appeared before me, 1671 d.en 2e februarii, des morgens
Willem Bogardus, notary public, ontrent 10 wen aoor mii, Willem

tL tl,,kl@, {W,
d H
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- T-lomine F.verardus Bogardus-Since both will and accounting
cite the notary, it seems likely that Bogardus, who was city

byThe-tionoratle Frarrcis trorue: *NOew) Yar@ge=
Iace, governor-general of New admitteert bij den weledele en

treasurer 1680-8i and later postmaster of New York province,
entrusted the papers to Hendrick's son Jacob, especially since

Jacob, who had served five terms as city schepen, aided in
administering the estate.

The accounting establishes the l68t date of Hendrick's
death, a point long obscure to researchers. The family gen-
ealogy notes that "Flendrick Hendricksen Kip was last men-
tioned in the records of tess but the date of his death is
unknown" (History of tbe Kif Family in America, p. 36, by
F. E. Kip, pub. Montclair, N. J., 1928). Other facts about
the career of this colonist - a forceful man who did not hesi-
tate to speak out against Company policies he thought inept,
and who for years carried on a feud with Kieft - are well
documented in' the record.

I Born in 1600 at Nieuwenhuys, the Netherlands, Hendrick
came to America rn 1637 with his wife Trijntje Lubberts and
their five children: fsaac, Beertje, Jacob, Hendrick, and
Trijntje. A tailor by occupation, he prospered and came to
own considerable property. In addition he became one of
Stuyvesant's advisory council of Nine Men in New Amster-
dam, a scbefen, and "great burgher," and outlived all his sons
except Jacob. His 78O0-guilder estate was a substantial one
for that day. For other details of the family, see "Legal
Document of Dutch Colonial Times" (de Halue' Maen, Yol.
31,  No.  4 ,  Jan.  1961,  p .  9) .

The editor is greatly indebted to Dr. Hart for producing
so excellent a translation from photocopies furnishid of the
well nigh indecipherable specimens of tZth century Dutch
handwriting that comprise this record (Bogardus drafted the
will and Evert Pietersen, it seems, the codicil, whereas the
accounting, except for Jacob Kip's signature, is in an un-
known hand). For their keen interest and valued aid, ap-
preciation is also expressed to Louis H. Samuels, Esq., of the
Ngw York Bar, long a student of Dutch colonial legal history,
and to Mr. Robert \tr. Hill, of the Manuscripds Divisiono.New
York Public Library. tR. H. A.l

York, etc., in the presence of the recht athtbare heere Fratuois
further mentioned witnesses, Mr. Loaelaee, Gouuerneur Gencrael
Hendrick Kip, alderman of this uan N(ieuut) Yorhe etc. int
city, whom I, the notary, know bijwesen aan de getuijgen naer-
well and who is in firll posses- genoemt in eijgener persoone is
sion of his senses as it was cle-ar 

-gecompareert 
in uerscheenen Mr.

from .his ap_pearanc-e, while the Hendrick Kip, gewesen schepen
opposite could not be noticed. deser steede,-tnij-notorio wel-be-

h,ent, gaend.e en stoende sijn aer-
stant oaerall uel marhtigh en
aolcornentli.jch gebruijckend,e alst
uyterlijcken bleeck, hetseloe niet
anders conde bemercken.

Te kentum geaend.e de suack-
heijt en sterlelijckheyt d.es men-
schen, de seeckerheijt des doots
en d,'onseeckerhqijt aan de tijt en
ure aandien, willende daerom uijt
dese werelt niet scheijden sonder
alaooren aan si.jne tijd.etijcke
goederen ged.isponcert te hebbm,
heelt oaersulcr uijt een arij ge-
ntoet en onbedwongen wille son-
der opmaecbinge olt tnisleijilingc
aan intant, gedisfoneert oaer sijn
uijterste en laeste wille in ma-
nieren noet beschteuen.

Eersteli.jck sijn onsterfielijcke
zt:ele rccommnnderende in de
barmhartige hand.en Godes al-
machtigh ende sijn lichaem de

Tse Tnarvsleron.-Head-archivist of the Municipal Record Office
(City Archives) of Amsterdam, Dr. Hart is a native of Zaandam in
North Holland. Readers will recall his two-part article, "Dutch
Records Tell Story of Hudson's Voyage" (de Halue Maen, Apr. and
June 1961 issues), which appeared originally under the title "Arnster-
dam-Hudson, 350 jaar" in Amstelodotnum for March 1959, monthly
magazine of the Amsterdam Society. He wrote the scholarly "Pre-
history of the New Netherland Companyl' (City of Amsterdam Press,
1959; reviewed in de Halue Maen, Oct. 19@ issue); and was co-
author of "Protocol of the Lutheran Church in New York City, 1702-
1750" (pub. New York, 1958). His other publications include nuny
articles on genealogy, demography, mills, and the whale trade.

As he realizes the weakness
and rnortality of men, the cer-
tainty of death and the uncer-
tainty of its time and hour, and
does not want to part from this
world without having disposed
beforehand of his worldly goods,
he disposes of them with a free
mind and unconstrained will,
without being actuated or de-
ceived by anyone and he does so
according to his final and last
will in ways further mentioned.

First he recommends his im-
mortal soud to the merciful God
Almighty and his body to the
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earth and a Christian burial.
He also revokes, cancels .and

makes null and void all precedine
wills and all other deed! of lasl
will made and passed before to-
day, as he does not want anv of
these to be in force any longer
or to take effect but this present
one.

r-Ie also promises by title of
prelega_cy -to his son fsaac Kip
his daily clothes and coat and ail
his shirts and other linens in his
personal use.

In the same way he promises
his son Jacob Kip 

-his 
tdst ltait<

cloth coat and 
-a 

painting by
Leckerbeetje.l

__ Ditto to his daughter Trijntje
Kips, who is married to Abrahain
Janz(oon), the wardrobe, the
dresser and the bed he uses now
and two pillows, a bolster. two
old blankets and the green
curtains.

Ditto to each of the eldest
daughters of his mentioned chil-
dren and also to the eldest daush-
ter of his deceased son Hendrick
Kip, a silver spoon.

-Ditto to the youngest daughter
of the mentioned Abriham
Ja_nzoon, named Femmetje, a
gold bodkin.

- Concerning the remaining goods
the testator appoints his uni-
versal heirs. Namely the chil-
dren of his son Issac Kip, his
la.ughter Baertje, his son hcob
!fip, his daughter TrijntjJ and
the children of his menfioned de-
ceased son Hendrick Kip, so they
can receive all of it immediatelv
after his death and consider ii
their own and free property.

'-aerde<en christeliike begraaenisse, The ab'ove was-iead out to the- AIte tgeene aooinoemt is denTen anderen gereaoceert, ge- testator and he declares il to Ue testateur'' a";idtiiiri- uoorgelesen
cosseert doot en tu rtet gedaen, identical with his last wiU which sijnd.e, 

"rrrtiiiii-.'nrt 
selue teaIIe- aoorgaende testatnenten he wants to take co-mplete and *rtri, sijn uijteisle ii laetste wille

ende alle andere actens aan full effect after his death either hetweicnb n;i iiti ," begere datuiiterste wi.lle aoor dato deses as a will, codicil or as a gift in naer sijn o,aiAliil""iin aolcornen
eenichsints gemocckt en, gepas- case of his death or among the efie.ct en aoortgangh sal sorter:in-,
seert,nietuitlende dat desel_ie-olte living.s Even if lot all-1egal iili o1, testament, codi.cille, gilte
eeryige aandien aorder cracht meer phrases have been .observed hie, l-i, ,orrh, d.es d.oots ofi ond.er dehebben en efiect sorteren sullen he considers the manner used to i;;""d;;"r;""aii irtigenstaend.e
dan dit alleeil. be the best and most normal. 

'ili, 
*orirre naer rechten hierinne

. Ten anderen bij titule uan pre- niet uaren geobseraeert, houdendelegaet .aoorafi gemaeckt en- be- d.eselae echter aoor de beste ensproocken aen sijn soon- Isaaca gewoonlijck;st, ii"irrc aoor ge_Kip, sijn .dagelijchse clederen ei insereert.
mantetr tnitsgaders alle sijn hem- It was done this way and was Atdus gedaen en gepasseert inden en andere linnegoet tot sijn p?sryd in New y".k il;;;";;; N(ieuw) yorhe ter presentie 1)at,Iiiae behoorende. 

^u r^.^r_ r?)* 
bt ur. Coenraei T.n bi;k ;il iir. Cornroet ten Eiick en ClaesItem aen siin soon Jacob Kip claes Locke, citizens 

"f 
t l6city; t"inr,""ti i;;7'; Zt;rrr sted.esiin beste swarte laechemse man- wJro signed in protocot tt. orij "di_rtrk, 

d.e minute d.eses,tel, met een schilderij aan Lecher- Sinal oT this togeth.r, *itt tt* tZnr7"n, den comparant testateurbeetie'I 
trhron T*iiutio 

deponent testatoi 
":J .f-t;,tl; Zir' ry;1 notario ars getuijgen, tettItem aen sijn dochter Trijntie notary, as witness_ o.1.the dav, "irothocolte 

hebben ond.erteeckentKips, getrout met Abraham month and year as before men- f.r) aorr,rnaent en jare alsaooren.famz(oon), de cleercas en trsoor tioned.
met het bedt, dat hij nu ge- Collation. Which testifies: Colt(a)tie. Twelck getuijge:bruijckt en twee kusserus' ien tsiqnedl - t was, getekendl w. Bocenous,peulen' tutee oude deechens en de 

- 
fr. n-o"o*ous, Notary public no'tlariss pub(liek)groene gardijnen.

Item aen de outste dochters 2. [Coorcn]
ztan sijn uoors( chreuen) kinderen,
ntitsgideri atin- i"- ortste dochter August 4, 1680
,-gyr-s;in oaerleden soon Hend.rich . To99y, A-usust 4,.1680, Hend- Op datu,m Urrrr'|::'fZiJrtjrii,
Kif -sil(iser), ie, ider een situere rick Kip who is living with his t6i0 heelt H;;i;;rk Kip,lefel.'Iti,e6 

orn d.e jongste dochter ztan undersigned. After examination li zijn ,"rrirlip iiin onarrgr-
aoors(chr 'eu"en)  Abraham of  the above ment ioned y^ l l ,_ l :  i ( r t r r r rn)  ontbood.enennaerd.at
Janz(oon) g:rniritFemmetie,ei:en wished the followilt.^to.l^." 

Brt i; boaetstaende testament isgouie horriorit,.

,;;,,i,4{i!;1,::;:1,::,:":."f::t" Itr!:{j*,il*,':T,'ttjf "J; T;:;f:,:;;xi';;r':;,"r,}i"i;;iryt;:::f:'[niii"i#,":3,1:"# ]';t;ffi'*r 
'ffi"i"';;a**""rr.ii ',i'"7,,'if,""0,';tr:';):::' :,:J'i:"!;';

n-ee1t ey geinstitueert. Te weten trecken, atle 
- 
sijn hleeren 1)an

de.hinderen.aan.sijn soon Isaacq linnen,'wollen d;t tu:i-;i jnr" ti1i,i
Kip, Baertje sijn dochter, item behoort.
Jacob Kip sijn soon, item Trtjntie Also all books, chairs, and pil- voorders alle de boecken ensijn dociter' en d.e' kinderen'uin lows, the big and the small leaf- .,:
sijn uoornoemden soon Hendrich i"u1,i, 

"!i.p"t|i^''*g';;'fi;'jG- :!:::'"r,":^:^u':::f:'-,(t 
groote

This on the condition that the
part which shall come to the
benefit of the mentioned children
of his son fsaac and the children
of his son Hendrick Kip, shall be
accepted by their guardians who
have already been chosen and ap_
pointed, to be handed o,oe, to
them when they have reachecl
the age of maturity or when thev
marry with their guardian's cop-
sent, with the special wish that
the fruits of it shall be enjoyed
by his mentioned son Issai and
the widow of his Iate son ffena-
rick Kip.

Further it is the testator's wish
and desire that the immovable
goods he leaves shall not be
divided . . .' or alienated unlesi
with consent and approval of the
majority of his mentioned heirs
in order to gain advantase.

sijn uoornoemden soon Hend.rich table' all paintings, 
"li- 

,}.-i:g- i7ir"'"Uri"r- #iilii"trf," ,fr;"";:,kip, omme alle deselue- irrit i i i  rack with all jugs, tne lanrernt *hir)--:;^ ^^-L t-^t tt... ,
en n-a-er sttiiin oae/I;ii#;:;; ebotttrct
oenaaerden en daer meede te doen pewter-basin, the pti in the'yard ,,:::^d2 kannetis, de lanteeren, de
ati iet-i;r;'r;i;;'en ariie soet,. and the p.*t.i-luii;i-h"l;;i.;': '&':t:t 

,!,';!o'r"!:r::l!:;; :;riryi

tGift 
"ter saecke des doots off onder de levende.,, Te^ouffi,

d.oots.- a gift made by a person who is anoul to ai.;-irin. donor
should recov€r, however,- it is to be given back to iim-.- 

'onder 
deleuend.e - the ordinary kind of gift.

welaerstaend,e d;;' ;;'" p";;;; prrr +1,- ^^_^^-.* i:;:':";:f, #If:of:: ;! l::.die ten behoeae aan d.e 
'aoor- 

But the carpentry, the napkins 
1 tr[aer het timnrerzaerck end.es(chreaen) kinderen aan siin soon plates, silver and the. seawan -and seiaetten end.e borti.s oock silaerIsaacq en de kinderen- aan siin everything which -.r*11,,j.^^11".T ";;;" 

zeeuand. d.atter noch ins_oon,Eend.rtch Ki! sullen ,oiin, shall remain in the-Jornt-estate. ,n,o',
bi.i _haere atreets gecoren en ge- And he wLhet-lt.i'"r["r r d;;;;i T,i]'" 

sal zijn, sullen setn'een
stLtde i"isiii ",h o"ngri,,i,,t u-u.iur 

-.uih- 
't-"r'i' 

"1'."i"hj$; 2!liilo!"ot,ur::::If,,0",!,f ,,t
word.en oi orn iier uiitleheert shall receive an equal share. 

;Zhrrn, stact elck aon mijn aijlte zuorden' Taanneer tot haer ersarnne h.inderen uan elckx eaenrnondige dagen -oft met consent diep sullen dei.jlen.uan hoer aoogden sullen cotnen . .(Also give) to Jacob the silver ;te trouwen met dese expresse drilkG-;u; (*di t" hi;'ffi;h- k;!:Kr,::r::ri;nrf;r_y;r"rr[;fibegeerte, dat de aruchten en ter (Blaer)ti 
'a 

i ituer. snoon. l in sutue, tepet.bladcn aan dien sullen -genoten Decla-ring -the above to be my r)en getrochen word_en bii sijn t"J ;iif 
-;;a-i"qilJti"g 

that this ,-,'erclaerende 
dit boaenstaende

aoorschreaen soon Isaacq en de .p. t -c;_ irb f;;;;i$ ;ffi rlff !:-_,tri". 
mijn ui.jterste begeere'n,

weduzpe-uan si.jn oaeileden soon tirissfiaff-te 
"..o,oofirU"d 

bv Mr- 
.o,ioecke dat dit zijn aolcomen

Hendrich. Kip. Er;; pi";;;;-;;'";"h;; iiir"i, 
hracht sat sorteren ende door tr[r.

W i jd .e rs i sdesTes ta teu rsu t i l en  en t rus ted ,  I  end  u "a - i t - - . nJ  ?^y - t ' t  
P ie te rss  d ie  d i t

brgrti i 
-aU'ii i""irne, 

te l ieten my soul to God, amen. toeuertrouTaen' sal aolbrocht

uaste goed.eren niet ged.eelt y?fd9\' sluijtende, beueele Godt
en gealineert suuen moeten -oerden mii ziel arnen.

als met ,ontrit , i toesteminge Hrr'ro(n)vcx Krp Hnr.ro(n)rycx Krlr
aan de tneeste stemmen uan sij ie Inrny p{esexce: _ ![i j present:
aoors(chreaen) erlgenamen om lsignedJ EvEnr PrntrRss. fw-ai getekead] Evnnr prprrnss
het meeste profiijt daerin te (continued on page 72)
bevorderen.

- 
'Reference 

is to the .landscape painter, vincent Leckerbetien, from
Ant_werp,.who painted in Rome 

"nd 
Fra.r."; died 1;i0. 

- ---
'Word crossed out.
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Hendrick KF E-state Aecounting by His Son laeob in 16S6
(Cowiaed lrom Page tO)

3. lAccouxrrxc]
Qr Septgmber 1_4, 1685, our father Hendrick Kip died and

on^September 16, he was buried in the church at tle Bowery.
. On March 8, 1686, we divided the few pieces of furniture in

three portions according to the last wiil. Because one had
obtained more or less than the other we saw to it that each
was- benefitted equally. We found the only capital to be:
tdebitl
Two houses sold to:
l"ggb Kip a house for .......................... I5OOO
Trijntie Kip or Abraham Janv.

a house for  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  f28OO

"jt*.ii*rq :#:

/  823, r5 . -

16976,5. -

l442t , lO.-

I 88,10

f256,15

{'345,5

1100,-
I 245,5.

=-J2554,15.

Total  of  the estate. . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16976,5.  -
rhe esiate is ;;;l;;t;3.-. 

" "' " '

Divided in 5 portions each portion
wi l l  amount to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11395,S.-

5

f 6976,5.-

/1395,5. -

232,r0y3
6

11395,-
To the heirs of the late

Hendrick Kip ...........
When divided into 5 portions

each portion will amount to.............. | 27g,1

11395,5. -

1 2 3 5 , 1 5 . -

/115e.10.-
/1395,5. -
11395,5. -

9! d* 14 Sept(embris) 1655 is besteaader Hend.(rkk) Kip
zal(iger) oaerled.en ende 16 Sept(enbis) aen (de) Boaasery {n
d(e) kerk begraaen.

1686 den 8 Maert hebben aolgens testament d.(e) geringe
mcuble goederen gedeelt in 3 staken en(d.e) dat den ein iin
olt meer hadt molcander goetgedaen, en(de) beaonden (he)t
eenige dat capitael uas:

17800
tot de begralenis en(de) and.ers blijckt,
lanb .................J578,10.-
Trijntie ..............12451

16976,5. -

14421,10.-

17800
It appears that as burial

and other expens€s,
Jacob paid ............../5 78,10.-
Trijntje paid .......... f2q5,5.-

Cash-money to be
subtracted

Trijntje credit ol d(e) 12s00................
meer betaelt aen d(at)

veroal.len is doen be1iep........188,10
itetn oockbetaelt tot d(e)

begralenis als bij specificati.e 1256,1S

daeral gaet dat tot 
1345'5

haerersf? f in. cas \ash..........1 100

12800

1215J_
12554,15.-

s-gmryg !.(e) geheele staat is....... 16976l. -
Nu 16976"1.-
In 5 staken comt ider staech... . . . . . . . . .113951.-

)

l6e76l._

Jacob moet uytkeeren aen (de) erue
uan Isack Kipz. nI(iger)..............

ln  6 stacken comt ider. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 232,10yg
6

11 395 ,5 .-

f13e5.

11395,5.-

/1395,5._
To the heirs of Beertie Kip..................
Trijntie must pay to the

heirs of Beertie Kip.............
Jacob's portion is.................
Trijntie's portion is..,..............

somma summarum 16976,5 .-
N.B. From this must be subtracted the proportional ex-

penses-for each portion for the conveyance of ttre houses and
otner trungs. tsignaturel Jecon Krr

11395,r._

oen (de) erae ?,&n Reerti.e Kip............. ... f 235,15.-
Trijntie moet uytkeeren aen (de)

erae aan Beertie Kip.............. 11159,10.-
lygU .s i jn far t  is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . ' f  13g| ' , t .  -
Trijntie haer part r................. . ' f 13g5',j. -

somm.a s(urnmarum) t6926,5. -
N.B.-Hier rnoet algaen ider staeck proportioneert d'oncosten

aan (de) transportie aan (de) huijsei ei(a") and.ers etc.
[zijn handtekening) Jecoa Krp
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