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Revealing the Blake Family—a yDNA Project

BY ELIZABETH KIPP, BARRIE BLAKE AND BILL BLEAK

Elizabeth Kipp, née Blake, PLCGS, is a graduate of the National Institute for Genealogical Studies (FIMS,
University of Toronto). All of her ancestors are British or descendants of British immigrants. She can be

contacted at kippeeb@rogers.com.

Barrie Blake was born in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, and his ancestors came from England. He is the
Co-Administrator of the FT DNA Blake project. Barrie has an extensive website named “Blake Heritage™

(http://blakeheritage.synthasite.com).

Bill Bleak’s great-grandfather, who changed the spelling of their surname from Blake to Bleak about 1852 but
insisted on the original pronunciation, came to Utah in 1856. Bill was born in Utah and received his BA from the

University of Utah. He is the Administrator of the FT DNA Blake project, amongst others.

Introduction

The Blake yDNA study was
set up at Family Tree DNA
by Bill Bleak and 1s now
also co-administered Dby
Barrie Blake. Although the
study has only 27 members,
it has been possible to
separate out several distinct
Blake founding lines. The
overall goal of the Blake
yDNA project is to 1identity the various branches of the
Blake family and to determine their ethnic and
geographic origin. Along the way it i1s hoped to
connect any sub-branches caused by a break in Blake
male-to-male yDNA with their parent branch; such
breaks are known to have taken place in both the
Blakes of England and those of Ireland. After all,
earlier in history it was not uncommon for a man
without a son to bequeath his lands, assets, and/or coat
of arms to the husband of his daughter if the groom
changed his surname to that of the bride. This article
presents the current results of this ongoing study.

Background

There are several theories with respect to the origin of
the Blake surname. One school of thought states that
Blake, as a forename or surname, originated from Old
English. The word “blac” reterred to an individual
with dark hair or skin, and the word “blaac’ referred to
an individual with pale hair or skin. ' Since both are
pronounced “Blake” the actual origin in this line of
thought 1s unknown, as it could pertain to either.

Willlam Arthur in his 1857 publication of an
etymological dictionary of names” gives the following

for the name Blake: “A corruption of the British Ap
Lake from Ap, signifying from, or son, and Lake, the
son of Lake. The family went into Ireland with
Strongbow (1169), where the name became corrupted

into Blake.”

One of the fourteen Tribes of Galway in Ireland has
the surname Blake. These Blakes were said to be
descendants of Richard Caddell, alias Blake, who was
with Strongbow in 1169. Richard used the surname
Blake in Ireland and his descendants have continued to

4
do so.

Edith Bartlett Sumner in her 1948 book on her Blake

family’ states that the surname was locational, having
been taken from the land which they occupied, known
as “Blakeland.” Of note, there is a parish located
southeast of Calne called Blackland® (Black and
Blacke were alternative spellings for the name Blake
in the Andover Parish Register).’” Interestingly, a
search on the current map of Britain using the
Ordnance Survey reveals that there are 33 individual
entries (in various counties) with the name

“Blackland.”®

A recent find of a “Blake” pedigree chart created by
the College of Arms (UK) has the spelling Blague
alias Blaake. This 4-foot by 12-foot chart is held by
the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre at
Chippenham Wiltshire.” The first entry (the top of the
pedigree) is “Richard Blague al[ia]s Blaake of
Wiltsh[i]r[e] Esquire temp Ed[ward] I et Ed[ward] 2.”
Since Edward I was King of England from 1272 to
1307 and Edward II reigned from 1307 to 1327, this
dates Richard between 1272 and 1327. A note on the
chart mentions a gift by Richard to the Knights
Templar of a piece of property in Essex during the
reign of Edward I. The Knights Templar were
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disbanded in 1312, thus giving a smaller range for
Richard as an adult between 1272 and 1307. The
origin of the spelling Blague is unknown. Dr. J.W.
Donaldson (Fellow of Trinity College) in his 1856
Cambridge Essays' on page 62 includes Blague in his
list of surnames (under Suffolk) for which no origin
had been found at the time of writing.

The name Robert de Blakeland appeared as early as
1286 in the Wiltshire Roll of Subsidies that had been
granted to King Edward I.''" The Wiltshire chart has
Richard Blague alias Blaake also living in this similar
area. We are presently investigating whether indeed
this is the same person, in that the chart lists his wife
as Ann Cole, who was also recorded as marrying
Robert de Blakeland by other family researchers.'>'>

The origin of the name Blake is also considered to be
Old Norse, first appearing in Yorkshire, England,
possibly derived from the word Blaker, referring to a
village and a former municipality of Akershus County,
Norway (east of Oslo)."

Entering the name Blake into a world names public
pr:o‘filerl'6 yields the frequency for this surname shown
in Table 1.

Country Frequency per million
Australia 546.24
Ireland 519.41
United Kingdom 475.47
New Zealand | 391.15
United States 274.12
Canada 257.19
Spain 4.82
Belgium 4.59
Switzerland 3.83
Denmark 3.74

Table 1: Frequency of Blake surname worldwide

Over time, descendants of all these originating
surnames use the surname Blake (or as in the case of
one of our authors, Bleak).

The surname Blake is found principally in countries
that were colonies of Great Britain. Some of the
nations listed above are now members of the
Commonwealth: the last four are all part of the
European Economic Community, of which the UK 15 a
member. Until the advent of yDNA, testing back was
very difficult unless you knew your ancestral line
tracing. You would be looking at Ireland/

Scotland/England as ancestral locations for your
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family, and within each of these there were several
distinct areas where the Blake name was concentrated
pre-1800  (East  Anglia, Hampshire/Wiltshire/
Somerset/Devon, Yorkshire/Midlands in England;
Galway, Dublin in Ireland and the Highlands 1n

Scotland.)

1-Joseph Blakeb. 1730
+Joanna King b. 1736
--2-William Blake b. 1764
—-2-Thomas Blakeb. 1767
+Saral Colemanb. 1773
|--3-William Blakeb. 1793
| +Virtue Fimmer b. 1794

DNA Study of yDNA

yDNA is used for
surname studies. This

DNA is passed from
father to son, virtually

| |--4-William Blake b. 1819 unchanged from
| |~-4-John Blake b. 1822 '

eneration to
| |--4-Thoemas Blake b. 1827 gene t.
| |4 Hetry Blakeb. 1832 generation,  although
| |--4-Charles Blake b. 1834 over time fast—mOVing

'|---43»«]’f{xlm Biake b. 1799
| +Ann Fanmner b. 1804

markers called alleles
| |--4-John Blake b. 182" do experience SOmME
| |--4-Henry Blakeb. 1833 change. There may be
| |--4-Charles Blakeb. 1842 the addition or
[ --4-Edward Blake b. 1.B4ﬁ deletion of repeats,
|--3-Thomas Blakeb. 1803 T T— h
| +Susanna Pibworth b, 1805 esulting 1n a changc
| |--4-Thomas Blake b. 1835 of value from 12 to 13
or 12 to 11 or some

| |--4-Charles Blakeb. 1837
other combination,

|--3-George Blake b, 1306
depending on  the

| +Harriet Lewis b. 1501

Figure 1: Descendants of originating value of
Joseph Blake the allele.  These
changes may assist 1n

separating out sibling lines where one is able to trace
back to an ancestor with several sons, always tracing
back through the male line. But overall all members of
a particular surname will match each other if the

surname is a singleton.

Figure 1 is taken from the family tree of Elizabeth
Kipp and Joseph Blake is her 4x great-grandfather.
Edward Blake b. 1845 in position 4, a great-grandson
of Joseph, is her great-grandfather. All daughters have
been eliminated from this chart, as only the
sons/grandsons/great-grandsons/etc. will carry the
yDNA of Joseph Blake, which he inherited from his
father Thomas (b. 1709)"” and his grandfather Thomas
(b. 1685)," all the way back to Nicholas Blake who
died at Old Hall, Enham, Hampshire in 1547."

Other than the actual values of alleles, yDNA results
will also yield a particular haplogroup to which the
tested individual belongs. Over time, changes 1in
particular DNA sequences called single-nucleotide
polymorphisms (SNPs) have occurred, resulting 1n a
multi-branched human family tree of haplogroups

(HG) (Figure 2).
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Y-DNA Adam
HGA
" HGB
Simplified chart shows TS HGF
only the haplogroups oy
to which Blake family HG LIK
members belong thus g Ty
far (arrows do not
represent periods of HG ” ' HG "
time) | |
HG P
HG R
e | HG )
HG R1
S | i
HG I1 HG I2a HG I2b1 HG 12 HGRla  HGRIb

Figure 2: Human family tree chart reflecting Blake haplogroups

FT DNA Blake surname study

Table 2 lists the particular haplogroups found for the
27 members of the Blake surname study. On the
webpage” at FT DNA the investigators (William
Bleak and Barrie Blake) have separated the results into
country of origin (as noted by the individual
participant) and grouped them by haplogroup. For
Instance, there are two groups with English ancestry (1
and 2) and their haplogroups are I12a(2) and Il
respectively. There are two further groups for England,
the first being labelled Norfolk 1 and the second
Nortolk 2, and their haplogroups are Rlal and I2bl.
The next grouping is labelled Irish ancestry and all

members belong to RI1blb2(alb(4)). The final
grouping (unassigned) has haplogroup J2.

In Table 2 only the first 12 alleles are displayed but the
remainder (where tested) can be seen on the website of

the FT DNA Blake surname study.”’

Blake-Norfolk lines

The Nortolk line has been systematically researched
by one of the descendants, Barrie Blake, and more
information can be found on his Blake Heritage

website.”> Two distinct lines have emerged in the
Norfolk Blake line—R1al and I2b1.

The Rlal members of the first Norfolk group all
match 23/25 or better and have a known common
ancestor in about 1650 AD. This line can be traced
back to about 1382 AD. All members of the group
descend from Peter Blake and Elizabeth Spelman of
Wimbotsham, Norfolk. The second Norfolk group,

[2b1l, all match 24/25 or better. The members of this
group have a known common ancestor in 1722 AD,
Theophilus Blake. All of his siblings for whom there
are results match the Rlal grouping, but he 1s I12bl as
a result of the testing by several of his known
descendants.

Looking at Figure 2, R1al descended from R back to P
back to K back to IJK. I2b1 descended from I back to
J back to IJK. The most recent common ancestor for
these two groups would be HG 1JK, which was several
thousands of years ago. Hence these two groups of
Blake families are not genetically related. Extensive
genealogical work has led to an answer to this riddle
and a decision on the original haplogroup for the
founding family of Blake in Norfolk of R1al. A non-
paternal event occurred with the birth of Theophilus
Blake 1n 1722. Discovering this break three centuries
later would have been impossible without yDNA

testing.

Blake-Irish ancestry

The largest block of Blake study members 1is
concentrated 1n the Irish ancestry block. The Blake
family 1n Ireland, as mentioned earlier, by family lore
descends from Richard Caddell (Galway) and possibly
other Blake founders. The results may be too diverse
to belong to one founding family. As more Blake
descendants of Ireland test their yDNA 1t may be
possible to separate the different lines there. Two
members of the group suspect that they descend from
the Blake family at Galway (marked with an asterisk

in Table 2) and they match 8/12.
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Many of the Blake families in Canada are descendants
of William Hume Blake and Catherine Hume (his first
cousin) and William’s older brother Dominick Edward
Blake. William and Dominick were the sons of
Dominick Edward Blake and Anne Margaret Hume of
Kiltegan, County Wicklow, Ireland. The Dictionary of
Canadian Biography Online states that this family
were descendants of the Galway Blake family.” The
father of Dominick Edward Blake (elder) living at
Kiltegan County Wicklow was Andrew Blake of
Galway. Andrew married twice, having in total six

sons. One of these sdns, also Andrew, was the father
of 21 children of whom 13 were sons.”*

Two members of the Irish grouping are a very close
match on 37 markers but do not have a paper trail at
this time (Numbers 4 and 5 in the Irish group of
Table 2 and marked 7). Although there are significant
differences between the various members of this
grouping, such changes can occur Over time and
finding the “in between” individuals might yield a
different impression of this group.

English 1 | ¥ 1l

12a 13 D4 460 12 16 11 13t 11 13 11 30
Rabiint L.0le, WiW 11gs REMITIORGA SNOTe L S 16 s A | 02 T ] eds .
English 2 : m by s - =
11 - 13 ad L 44 1 10 13 14 11 14 11 | 2 11 28

11 13 D sl R 14 14 11 14 41 | 92 11 28
...... 1 B~ 60 b - 9980 1S . O S 18 e 19 12 U2 peipcy.  SEPIC
B e e e Pl e R sl 13 11 14 12 11 erare |
1 14 50 .l 1D 13 14 11 14 12 | thil2 11 28
Norfolk1 | | |

= LT e T 56 i P R AR 14 12 | =088 o H0usli0sfh@: ods kil o80T |
Rial ks oL S oy B 1t | sl 1oL el 10 14 11 3KE
Riat e i R 11 14 12 12 10 14 11 < oy
Riat ovis O Ui T 14 12 1230k 10.4) .14 id . 31

_______ Norfolk2 O P ANt
..... 12b1 iAo 280 1o 1 D Sl i 15 12 L Y
12b1 14 3 ot Il il 15 16 i Ak i & i e e 12 29" |
12b1 Seemmmenr SR A0 SRS Y O WO R R B i oL i L L 12 TR
[EDIEU RS0t , s | 17 | 10 TeF - L s B ol s S = Ll o P2 TS |
B Peatars o P 4] A AR RIS S ol
R1b1b2 e 24 14 10 ¥ | Seqgon | 200 42 LPRYD b 98t | S0WSH 21020
R1b1b2* 1 lggiviapgha 1. < 10 1| A8 12 U] A2 eotguided a8l BB iie20 |
_______ R1b1b2 i5 18 Of VEIEE A o 1 14 | 12 12! | hlibdal sl RaquchB, [ 01 301
RibB2Y 500l T Houposet sadngiemen b 0 | oAb 012 (i@iddiRa) oi3eopid8 4029 %
R1b1b2* o3 24 ] a0 11 11 12 of all 19 o (113 13 dniadhe |
Ribib2aib4 | 13 | 24 | 14 @ 10 | ¢t | T44 12 R A org e 43 C 1130 :
RIBADS; ooty St 188 paddynild o S il | R 12 - i L 29
R1b1b2 o aldishBac Sfhael 8 Bl ool | *9 1422 12 e 3% 15 7 13 yaati2e e
R1b1b2* ¢ pikd 240 ondibigis 11 11 14 12 12 A8t 13 30
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J2 ° 12 o e | 79 13 16 11 16 2.0 13 11 29 |

Table 2: Blake yDNA haplogroups by region / county

Blake-J2—Unassigned

The only member of this group is a male who
descends from a Blake female and he knows nothing
else about his lineage; he joined the group simply to
keep informed with up-to-date findings. Nevertheless,
the Unassigned in terms of likely country of origin 1s
J2 haplogroup. J2 is found principally in southeastern

Europe and the Middle East, and again the member
does not have any details to share with the group.

Blake-British—I1 and 12a

The two other British lines are I1 and I2a; these two
are quite divergent and do not share common ancestry
in thousands of years. There are known areas of Blake

family groupings in Wiltshire, Hampshire, Surrey,
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London, Middlesex, Somerset and Devon.”> Other
areas of concentration (aside from Norfolk, already
mentioned) included Yorkshire and Lancashire (from
the 1891 Census map produced by Ancestry.com).”® As
noted earlier regarding the origin of the Blake name,
Yorkshire was mentioned as a possible settlement of
descendants of the Old Norse.

The I1 grouping includes five members. They are
somewhat diverse but do share 5/12 markers in
common, with members 2 and 3 (Table 2) sharing
10/12 markers and further 28/37 markers. The last two
in the group of five match 10/12. One member has
listed Robert de Blakeland as his earliest ancestor.
Robert de Blakeland was listed on the Wiltshire Roll
of Subsidies in 1286 and most published histories of
the American Blake family’” *> * do trace their line
back to Robert de Blakeland.

Genealogists traditionally go from the known to the
unknown with each succeeding paper record found. If
a marriage record is found, for example, one usually
gets the names of the parents of the bride and groom
and thus the next generation back. If one comes to a
“brick wall” where more paper records cannot be
found or one is unable to get back to the country of
origin, then DNA genealogy is potentially very useful.

Bill Bleak was searching for a documented Blake
descendant of the English Somersetshire Blakes. He
wanted to compare his own DNA values against this
family to determine if he should further search that
family as his own. In the Boston area he found an
individual claiming descent from the Somerset Blakes
who agreed to submit his DNA. (This 1s done by a
cheek swab i1nside one’s mouth.) While our Blake
DNA sample 1s still small, it appears that this Boston
Blake comes from the Irish grouping rather than the
English.

Bill did find another William Blake on the Family
Tree DNA site who 1s related; they do have an
ancestor in common. Given the similarity of the DNA
alleles, they have a 99.45% chance of having a
common ancestor within 1500 years and an 86.31%
chance of a common ancestor within 1000 years.
Within this period of time, however, the existing Blake
pedigrees vary. Bill has in his possession a Blake
pedigree from the English Norfolk Record Office, one
from the Somerset Record Office, an illustrated Blake
pedigree from the Wiltshire Record Office and one
from the Admiral Robert Blake museum in
Bridgewater England. (The Norfolk and the Somerset
pedigrees do connect.)

Anglo-Celtic Roots
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There are minor differences in these pedigrees as one
goes back into the 1000- to 1500-year period. Bill 1s
hoping for additional participants in the Blake DNA
test in order to find a relation within a 500-year period.
DNA submissions give the opportunity to go around
genealogical brick walls and find confirmed relations,
which then allows one to search the newly discovered
line attempting to reconnect to one’s own line.

The other English line 1s 12a2. The difference between
the two samples 8/12 1s actually very small and 1is
consistent with separation by many generations
(probably as much as 600 years). The most recent
common ancestor to the Hampshire line and a
Somerset Blake line was likely born in the mid-1400s
or earlier. The differences are principally in markers
that are known to be changeable. Finding more
individuals to test 1n this grouping would be of
assistance.

Elizabeth Kipp's paternal line can be traced back
(famuly lore/paper trail) to Nicholas Blake who died at
Old Hall, Knights Enham, near Andover, Hampshire.
He left a will that was probated in 1547.”° Fortunately,
his widowed mother, Jone Blake, also left a will 1n
1527 where she named her living children as Robert,
Nicholas and Elizabeth (married to <unknown>
Mylne).”' Unfortunately she did not mention the name
of her deceased husband. Nicholas’ will of 1547 gives
the names of his children as William (eldest), Alice
(married to <unknown> Godwyn), Elizabeth
(unmarried 1n 1547) and Edmund. In turn William left
a will probated in 1582 that named his siblings and
also his ten children.’

The recent find of a Blake family pedigree at the
Swindon and Wiltshire History Centre has linked the
family at Andover with the earlier family at Wiltshire
in the Preamble that accompanies the chart.”
However, the chart lists the William (actual wording:
William Blake of Eastontown alias Essington in
County Southampton 4th son deceased 1582) who died
in 1582 as the husband of Avis Ripley (daughter of Sir
Gervase Ripley) rather than the Elizabeth whom he
mentions in his will.”* It also attributed sons-in-law to
William Blake that do not match his will.
Unfortunately burials in the Andover Parish Register
do not commence until 1 January 1586 with the first
Blake listed as Nycolas Blake 1 Mar 1586, a nephew
to the William whose will was probated in 1582. The
chart was prepared from the Visitations, according to
the Preamble. Checking the Visitations revealed that
the Blake family had not recorded the wite of William

Blake.
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The question that remains is whether the Blake family
at Andover was descendant of the Wiltshire Blake
family or there was a mixture of Blake families at
Andover. The tax rolls of 1571 in Andover and
environs indicate there were three William Blakes
paying taxes.”® Could two of them have died in 15827
Testing of more people who can trace back to the
Blake family of southwest England would be most
helpful, perhaps making it possible to sort out the lines
that can be found there.

Family lore and published books link the Blake family
of Wiltshire with the Blake family of Hampshire and
the Blake family of Somerset and Devon. The only
way to truly prove or disprove this family lore 1s by
having a project that includes descendants of all these
lines.

Ongoing research

Advertising the Blake yDNA project is one of our
most important items at the moment. There are a
number of people with the surname Blake who have
tested at FT DNA but are not in the project. Barrie
Blake’s extensive website on Blake Heritage 1s our
principal source of mformatlon on the Blake yDNA

study at the moment.’

Elizabeth Kipp’s webpages™ include an ancestral chart
for her Blake line and she does receive a number of
inquiries, in particular about Thomas Blake, who was
baptized 21 Feb 1685 at Andover and was the son of
John Blake and Elizabeth <unknown>. He married
Mary Spring on 6 Nov 1708 at Andover and they had
one son, Thomas, baptized 4 May 1709 at Andover.
The Charles Blake family at Abbots Ann has a very
good descendant chart, and many people link Charles
back to Thomas (the age of Charles would be about
right to be a son of Thomas Blake and Mary Spring).
However, no evidence of a baptism has ever been
found. Thomas Blake was buried at Andover 29 Jan
1714, leaving, as far as Elizabeth can discover using
the parish registers, one son Thomas and his widow to
survive him. A will transcription on her website links
the Charles Blake family at Abbots Ann with John
Blake maltster at Abbots Ann, but he is not the father
of Charles. Research on the Blake family at Abbots
Ann is another avenue of continuing research.

Elizabeth Kipp is in the process of transcribing the
parish registers of Andover and nearby parishes
(Knights Enham completed and available at the OPC
Hampshire site>> and Andover completed up to 1643).
This should also assist with studying the Blake family

of Hampshire.
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Ongoing research continues with the recent find of the
Blake Pedigree at the Swindon and Wiltshire Record
Office. William (d. 1582) is listed as the son of Roger
Blake and Mary Baynard. The Visitations were used to
create this chart and the extant Visitations for the
Blake/Baynard families do not list a son William.*
Roger Blake’s will*' only lists his eldest son Thomas
and his youngest daughter Mary.

Genetic traits

It is important to mention another discovery by one of
our authors; while it does not relate specifically to the
results of DNA tests, it does relate to genetic traits™*
that are, themselves, a part thereof. From this point of
view. Barrie Blake has discovered a Blake genetic trait
that, amongst others, was handed down the genetic
line to both his father and himself.”> He has traced this
genetic trait back to a Viking chieftain in Norway in
around 900 AD.

The genetic trait involved is an impulsive compulsmn
to create poetry in response to events In life;**

extensive research by Barrie has shown that this
genetic trait was present in other Blakes throughout

history.”

While Barrie is confident about the existence of this
genetic trait, he freely admits that because the specific
genetic trait is intangible, it is difficult to prove, other
than to others who are the recipient thereof; and he
freely uses the analogy that having people accept his
discovery will be similar to the envisaged difficulty
the first sailor who sailed around the world had 1n
convincing people that the world wasn’t flat; and:

« just as those who haven’t had any experiences
of a psychic nature generally don’t believe in
psychic phenomena; then

» those who haven’t experienced this discovered
Blake genetic trait will have difficulty believing
in its existence.

Conclusion

The Blake family yDNA study will, it is hoped,
encourage more people to test their Blake yDNA line,
as it is possible to now sort out various Blake lines
using yDNA, possibly giving them a “resting spot” ftor
their particular markers. As the FT DNA Blake
surname study grows, so does its ability to sort Blake
family lines and break down those “brick walls.”
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